There are exceptions. Political appointees given the job of reducing the budget will have reasons to find reduced needs.
At present, the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) is funding a study to review testing and evaluation instruments used with handicapped persons and another study to identify the factors that cause overrepresentation of minority children in programs for the mentally retarded. OCR has also funded cost-benefit analyses of programs mandated under civil rights legislation (O'Neill 1976). For fiscal 1980, the budget for the Department of Education was $14.2 billion. For ESEA Title I, the 1980 budget provided $3.2 billion; for Education for the Handicapped, $1.05 billion, and for Rehabilitation Services and Handicapped Research $932 million; for vocational education, $928 million; for impact aid, $825 million; for emergency school aid, $249 million; and for bilingual education, $167 million. As an example, when the National Institute of Education was under an edict from its governing body, the National Council for Educational Research, to increase the percentage of funds spent for basic research, it shifted its labeling of certain activities from "evaluation" to "research." Since the boundaries are often fuzzy, this kind of redefinition is not infrequent. As a counterexample, nearly $1 million allocated to the evaluation of Title VII (bilingual education) were reprogrammed in fiscal 1980 by the former Assistant Secretary for Education in HEW to support further development of "Villa Alegre" (the bilingual analog to "Sesame Street"), a decrease of more than one-third in the actual evaluation budget, though reporting figures stayed unchanged (see Appendix A).
"Best" has different connotations in different instances: it may mean the lowest-priced proposal of those technically acceptable; it may mean the lowest-priced proposal of those exhibiting high degrees of excellence; or it may mean some combination of these and other criteria spelled out in the RFP. The information on this study was provided by Robert Maroney and Dorothy Shuler of the Office of Program Evaluation, the central evaluation unit. Their help in tracing the clearance procedures and other process steps is gratefully acknowledged.den, a goal announced for 1981.  (Another cut is to be made theigh	Very high	-	High
